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Healthy Neighborhoods for a Healthy Detroit (D-HIA) is a community-academic
partnership conducting a Health Impact Assessment (HIA) that will look at how the
Detroit Future City (DFC) strategic framework may affect the health of people living in
Detroit, and will also recommend ways to protect health. Specifically, the D-HIA will
highlight health in decisions regarding how city services and infrastructure are
maintained.
The DFC is a guide for short- and long-term decision-making in Detroit related to
economic growth, land use, neighborhoods, and city systems and infrastructure. A key
strategy of the DFC is to redistribute city service and infrastructure investments—such
as street lighting, waste , roads, and blight reduction—toward more populated parts of
the city.

The D-HIA will look closely at the plan’s potential impact on health outcomes such as
heart disease, violence, and asthma through changes in neighborhood stability, social
support, housing, environmental conditions, and safety, particularly for the nearly
90,000 people living in high vacancy areas.
For example, greater investments in areas that are more populated may stabilize
neighborhoods and improve safety. However, reduced investment in less populated
neighborhoods may create further social and environmental health risks for people who
live there.

The D-HIA will work with a broad range of groups to strengthen relationships between
residents, city planners, and academic institutions, and to build capacity for including
health in future decision-making for Detroit. The HIA will recommend strategies to
protect and improve the health of the people of Detroit.
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What is a Health Impact Assessment?
Health Impact Assessment (HIA) is an approach used to inform
decision-makers about the potential health impacts of a specific
policy or plan. HIA uses research to uncover the health impacts
that a specific policy or plan will have on different populations,
and recommends changes to ensure that the policy contributes to
healthy communities. For more information about HIA visit:
www.healthimpactproject.org.

D-HIA aims to address the following questions:


How would implementation of city services/infrastructure
realignment affect the stability of high vacancy neighborhoods
and the health of people who live there?



How would the proposed changes in city services/
infrastructure affect the safety of high vacancy neighborhoods?



What would be the health impact of relocation on those who
move out of high vacancy neighborhoods due to the changes?



How would the proposed reduction of services affect residents’
exposure to environmental conditions?

D-HIA is an affiliated partnership of the Detroit Urban Research
Center (Detroit URC), and collaborates with the DFC community
engagement process and ongoing neighborhood-based planning
efforts. A broader Network includes government, community, and
academic members.

For more information or to become involved with the D-HIA
network contact:
Chris Coombe
734-763-9236
coombe@umich.edu
www.detroiturc.org
This project is supported by a grant from the Health Impact Project,
a collaboration of the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation and The
Pew Charitable Trusts, and by a grant from the University of
Michigan Center for Advancing Research and Solutions for Society
(CARSS).

